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The University of Kitakyushu, Doctoral Student Fellowship Program:
Kitakyushu Innovative Human Resource and Regional Development Program (Phase 2)

2025 Fall Enrollment Application Guide
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The University of Kitakyushu has been selected for the Support for Pioneering Research Initiated
by the Next Generation (SPRING) program by the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST),
which aims to develop human resources that will lead science, technology, and innovation in Japan.

The program aims to nurture talented and flexible doctoral students who can lead in an uncertain
world with the cooperation of various organizations in the Kitakyushu region and researchers in
different fields. The program students receive support for living and research expenses and
participate in program activities. The graduates from this program are expected to contribute to the
economic and cultural development of the Kitakyushu region. The program director supports the
activities of the program students, and the education team is incorporated with the students' research
supervisors to help the program students.

HIEWMIL  BRETEANMIIERT B INEEREAK

Program Director, Institute of Environmental Science and Technology, Prof KATO Takaaki

HEEOFH] Word definition
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The Kitakyushu region refers to the City of Kitakyushu and neighboring municipalities.




1. Z4E A% Number of Students to be Accepted for This Program
2 4 9H 1 ZlTtEe s 2T AR T B R A A B

Two seats, one of which is prioritized for a student at the Graduate School of Social System Studies.

2. HFEEH Eligibility for Application
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Doctoral students attending a graduate school at the University of Kitakyushu who meet

the following five conditions are eligible to apply for this program. Those on school leave

as of October 1, 2025, are not eligible to apply.

(1) 2024 4£ 10 A, 2025 4F 4 H . 2025 4 10 H DWT D AFFH

The students who enrolled in their doctoral program in October 2024, April 2025, or

October 2025.
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(2) Students who are NOT presently supported by the following fellowship/scholarship

programs:

- JSPS Special Research Fellowship

- MEXT Scholarship

- International students who are supported by scholarship programs in their home

country

- Other fellowship/scholarship program that prohibits simultaneously receiving support
from this fellowship program
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Students who are NOT receiving a steady income sufficient to meet living expenses

(approximately 2,400 thousand yen or more annually), such as an income from a

company or university employment.

(4) ALTUINTISZ R RFBE RN 40 FRITED DGR A =T 122 E R RVE

Students who have never received the disciplinary action stipulated in Section 40 of the

Graduate School Rules of the University of Kitakyushu.

(G) XEYMEZBE LT, ATl I Mk rHELRBETCELE

Students who can take part in the whole program activities throughout the support

period.



3. XHAKEZE Living expense support and research grant

ATEFLRR S A 1 180,000 H

Living expense support: 180,000 JPY/month

WH7ete 446 500,000 M

Research grant: 500,000 JPY/year
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The living expense support and research grant are provided until the end of the third
year of the doctoral program.
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According to university rules, the research grant can be used to research spending on
purchasing goods, travel expenses, and other things. The amount of the research grant
may vary according to the results of regional collaborative activities.
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If your living expense support begins or ends during the middle of a month, the amount
paid in that month is determined by the university's rule.

*ARTEEAR S AT, BilE RHEPTS & LT, IS, ERBLOMBIGIZRICR D £5,
Living expenses support is treated as miscellaneous income under Japanese tax law and
is subject to income and residential taxes.
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The cost for the program activities, such as the overseas research/social activity, is not
fully covered by this program, and students may need to pay part of the cost themselves.
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Regarding health insurance and dependent allowances, please contact the person in
charge at the workplace of your financial supporter of your family.
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Please contact your local tax office to learn about the income tax regulations for
dependents.
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The handling of intellectual property resulting from the research using this grant shall



be in accordance with the Intellectual Property Management Regulations of The
University of Kitakyushu (Regulation No. 42 of The University of Kitakyushu, April 1,
2005).
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Program Terms
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The students admitted to this program must comply with the following terms. If a
student does not abide by these terms, payment of the living expense support and the
research grant may be suspended.
(1) AbJuitk A2 ATEOILR & L, SFREE ST AT 7 7T ADOIEICHET 52 &,
Students need to live in the Kitakyushu region and focus on their research and the activities specified
by this program.
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Students need to attend the following activities during the support period.
- Registration to the Coop-J Consortium Internship system.
- Participation in Coop-J Consortium Internship and/or Kitakyushu Regional Internship
activities for at least half the program period.
- At least once overseas research/social activity
- Participation in research seminars and workshops, including research camps
- Participation in other education activities according to the student’s self-evaluation and
recommendations from the Program Director and the education team.
() BHEICHONTIE, AAGEDOFEE PRSI LD,
Learning Japanese is highly recommended for international students.
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Students need to attend the compliance education courses provided by the university.



Students must never forget that the funding source of this program is taxpayers’ money
and act faithfully. Students must not commit research or research grant
fraud/misconduct.

(6) JST. B LV KFDFED DAL - WFEE RERS IR 257 5 25 70T 72 5720,
Students must comply with the rules of JST and this university including those
regarding research ethics and appropriate research grant spending.
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Students must not divulge to a third party the information they have been asked to keep
confidential while conducting program activities.

() BRLTF — &2 F0IAT 5 RBLEE - BRAABRSITESICHET 52 &

Students must attend the activity review meetings periodically held by their education
teams.

(8) FHEMIEDIERITIE - TH CiEECHI G EF 22 T2 2 &,

Students must submit self-evaluation sheets, research plans, and other program

documents as requested by the Program Director.

5. HEETHt Application Procedures

(1) )75 Application Method

KTV ST DR BNV EHEEEATLET,
https://www.kitakyu-u.ac.jp/research/activities/jst-program.html
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- Download application forms from the program website.

https://www.kitakyu-u.ac.jp/research/activities/jst-program.html

- Fill in the forms and make a PDF file with a scanned copy of your supervisor’s approval.
- The PDF file name should be your name.
- Submit the file via the submission link on the above website. In case you do not have

access to the link, please ask your supervisor to submit the file on your behalf.

(2) #&HE¥H Submissions
HIGEE L F7EatEiE% 1 5D PDF 7 7 A /UZ Lz h D
Application form and Research plan complied in a PDF file.



(3) HE5EHAR Application Period
202549 H 8 H/H 10 A 6 HIEF
From September 8, 2025, to noon, October 6, 2025
6. ®E KON RE A Selection Procedure and Notification of Results
(1) BEEL, FFEEFRICE S FHFEE L OHEERIC L VTV ES, FEHEA (—RED)
ZOEiE L7 EEE I (CRER) 21TV ET, EBH L mBEOSFEIL, AAGE)RGE
MHIEANET,
The selection procedure includes evaluating application forms and interviews. After
passing the evaluation of application forms, the applicants take an interview. Applicants
can select the language of their application forms and interviews from either Japanese
or English. Japanese language skills are not a mandate for international students, but
having that skill is highly appreciated.
(ERHEAEDE L 72815) Main evaluation criteria for screening of application forms
« ZIVE TOMIERR. I LN FEH OMIEOEF M - S EFELG T X DB 2o B o mTEE
P
Research publication records, innovative features of research, interdisciplinary features
of research
« ZHE TOALTUM MU & OBHETREN DN & R KT 0 7T AZEETITAT O @R E O
AIREME & TR S DR
Record of social/research activities in the Kitakyushu region and the specific plan to
study/work together with the organizations in the region during this program period
- a7 T AT RICAIUN e & U CIRE 5 B & 7k
Motivation and method for contributing to the Kitakyushu region after finishing this
program
- EERZ0EE), B LN T OTRENI LB REEY ) (AAGE - 9558)
Japanese and English language skills that are necessary for international and regional
activities.
(mEFEADOI L 728 5) Main evaluation criteria for interview
- WFFR DG & SRR E R
Innovative features of research, implications of the research to improve society
- Hie &oEE U OISR B9 2 BAK, EHE DD TR
Motivation to study/work with organizations in the Kitakyushu region; ideas to enhance
collaboration with regional organizations.
AN EREES) (AARRE - G55

Japanese and English language skills that are necessary for international and regional



activities.
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For those who have passed the application document review, an online interview will be
conducted via Zoom between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 16, 2025.
Save this date. Each selected applicant will be subjected to 30 minutes of interview. The
applicant will receive details of the interview and the result from the evaluation of the
application forms by the day before the interview.

(3) WHARMFIEEHRERAFIE 7 0 77 LD F58E & LT, WS008 & S [E] - sk od AR 3
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The SPRING Program's policy requires diversity in research fields and countries/regions
of origin. Priority may be given to students from new research fields and countries/areas

different from those of previous students in this program.

(4) FEFERIT, 2025410 A 24 A (&) 17T ECla@mL £,
The result of the selection will be notified by 5:00 p.m. on October 24, 2025.

7. {EANTEHROEAK Y Handling of Personal Information

(1) HEFEFRICEENAMEAFERICONTIX, 07 T LEDRE, ZTOMAT 17T LIS
RD¥EHEATO EOICHALET,

The personal information on the application forms is solely used to screen applicants and
conduct program activities.

(2) LREOEBEITHIICHYTD, FE - EECHT-DIRFENOERE - W IF IS LI fEA
HMOBH T —HEZRET 2208350 £9, Z0HAE. BAGFHROBER N AHEINZATH
D EIITHESLCEKOL & CTRAEHREZERLET,

Part or whole of the personal information may be provided to the program committee
members and supporters for conducting program activities. These individuals must

comply with the rules for the personal information protection of this program.

8. EETHIH Note
s KT T T ADIEROTZOITERIRENTZFEDOKRL #ARKF: Web TRAERTLHZ E0HY £
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The names of the selected students may be disclosed on the university’s website for



disseminating the achievement of this program.
- FEEEH OO %X, FHlE LT, RlEFHOEF I TEEEA,
After the submission period, submitted application forms cannot be amended.
- HEEBITEHI L A,
Application forms are not returned to the applicants.
- HEEEHIOEBOLHEZ LB IZBEK LRV, 2, FHIRETH-o TH RV IET 2 &
yARY: 2RI S
If information fraud on the application forms is revealed, the application will be rejected.
Students will lose their status as members of this program even after their acceptance
to the program.
T EAMBERGIEOBED T DITEBHEZ E L 3, K7 n 7T MK 53K T
THEREET, 77— MEESEHBEECZH W EE T,
Program students and graduates are requested to cooperate in follow-up surveys and
interviews to evaluate the outcomes of this education program. This review activity
continues after participating in the program and continues until around seven years
after graduation.
s RN FERT D FRMBLETE OB TIEC W T, #2HEZRD DG AN H D70, T DL,
EHIRIHTE D L) L TR\ T IZauy,
Students must prepare their certificate of research ethics education to show it upon
request.
9. WAt Contact Information
(1) K70 7 F LADOIEEHNTZ-SUVT About program activities:
FEME RS Bdw
Program Director, Prof. KATO Takaakki
Email: tkato@kitakyu-u.ac.jp
(2) HiFEE 72 & About eligibility for application:
OUEDF ¥ R AEEE PR (B - BF7ESHRMR, Y ny =7 MEYE) N3
KYg,
Ms. Ohori, Mr. Tanaka
Hibikino Campus, Planning Management Division, 3rd floor, Building N
e Tel : 093-695-3364
Email: chosenpro@kitakyu-u.ac.jp
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Annex

Educational activities of this program

Own expertise area Relevant expertise area Different area
Activities [Compulsory] [Selective] [Selective] Lecture on
Research under the Interdisciplinary intellectual property
supervisor’s instruction lectures [Compulsory]
[Satisfy university’s [Selective] Joint Interdisciplinary camp
requirement] seminar for data with social/human
Lectures science science researchers and
[Selective compulsory] [Selective] Joint lab foreign administrators.
Overseas research meeting involving [Selective]
[Compulsory] foreign administrators. | Management class by
Research and research [Selective] Cross- the professor of the
funding ethics laboratory assignment Business School
[Selective compulsory] | [Selective]
Overseas research in a Entrepreneur class
relevant area
[Selective] Japanese
language class
[Compulsory] Internship for more than half of the program period (Coop-J
Consortium Internship and/or Kitakyushu Regional Internship activities)
[Selective compulsory] Overseas research regarding OECD’s four sustainable
cities.
[Selective compulsory] Fieldwork in Asian countries
Expected - World-level expertise - Application capability | - Explanation skills
outcome - Capability of of professional - Investigation and
international activities | knowledge solution skills for
- Explanation skills field problems
- Capability of - Explanation skills
international - Flexibility and
activities resilience

a. The supervising organization of Kitakyushu Regional Internships may include farms,

non-profit organizations, city government, and other regional organizations.

c. The items in the table may change to enhance the program's outcome.
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