Hello Everyone
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Welcome to the second semester of virtual i-Design.
BHID/A—F vl i-Design NLHZZ

The Z k7215 team are back again and we will try and bring you all a
number of videos throughout this semester before April anyway. If you
take a look at our web page you will see that the first generation of i-
Design members have been busy with on-line i-Cafes. At the last i-Café
kondo Sensei, the head of i-Design, gave us all a message, he said: '‘Be a
resilient person’. I think virtual i-Design and their on line i-Café events
show just how resilient we can be in times of hardship and difficulty it
is very exciting for us, the faculty , all of us involved in i-design to see
how motivated everyone is in keeping this small vibrant community alive
during this year of pause.
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Without further ado, T would like fo introduce to you the topic I have
chosen this week.
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Do you remember Kambara Sensei's video she made? In this video she
introduced two books to you all. Well her video has inspired me to
introduce a film to you all today. The film I chose to introduce to you
all is 'Billy Elliot" in Japanese ‘Little Dancer'.

Have you seen this film?

MMBEENE-ETAEEATWEIITHI?ZOET AR T HLld2oR
ERNLTVELE ZDETAHICHREINT. S BIIBREZEBNTSIICLEL
1=o S EIBNT Z8RE (I, PEY)— - AV ba T FRREIITY LT o H—g
S>TWET,

EIAILZOBMEE BRI HYETH?

The main story line for Billy Elliot is a prefty simple one. It is about a
young boy who is 11 years old who is trying to fulfil his dream of
becoming a ballet dancer. His mother has died, and he is being brought
up by his Dad and his older brother. He also lives with his ‘'nan’
(grandmother) who has Alzheimer's disease.
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The film is set in the mid 1980s in county Durham in the north of
England during the miner's strike. Billy's Dad and brother are both
miners and they were brought up with these very stereotypical views
of what they think it means to be a boy to be a man, to be masculine
and everything like that and ballet dancing is not something they
approve of for young Billy and Billy is encouraged to do boxing and it is
actually by chance that Billy discovers ballet at his boxing club.
COBBENEEIL 1980 FRFL. A>T T2 RN T S LD L % BhE
DAMSIAFXOEFIATT  E)—DERIALERIAITEAELIKTTKSIC

2



Yo>TUIEFNDBL L BRI THEIE LT EWAHALIRMBIWREZ A D
PTELIT /AL EEABEVE)—DEDHIZBOLNZLDTIEHY T

Ao EV)=IIRII TR EZE 2 BNDLNTVET , ZHUIE) —HH DR TV

ST ISTTCNLI®RAETRIEMTLHYET,

His ballet teacher, Sandra, thinks Billy has real talent and she wants
him fo go to the Royal Ballet School in London.
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Not only does Billy have o persuade his father and brother that boy's
can do ballet and go to the Royal Ballet School in London he also has to
overcome the poverty his family are living in because of the miners'’
strike.
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The miners' strike from 1984 to 1985 and the miners fought to stop
the closure of coal mining pits in the north of England. The strike was
at the height of the Thatcher years and communities in the north of
England were torn apart because of the miners’ strike and families
were also forn apart because of the miners’ strike and even today
there in some communities and in some families there is still fension
between the miners who went to work during the miners’ strike and the
miners who stayed on strike.
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The passion and the hatred you see in the film towards the miner’'s
going to was very real. Even today some families cannot forget and
forgive.
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Margaret Thatcher herself, is a very divisive figure in British politics
and I have opinions about Margaret Thatcher and I think most people
have opinions about Margaret Thatcher and we can talk about
Margaret Thatcher, the miners’ strike and Billy Elliot in more detail
when I see you in April.
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In spite of all of this hardship this Billy keeps going and never gives up
on his dream.
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The most memorable scene for me in the film is when Billy fries to
persuade his brother and father that he can do ballet and his teacher
Sandra tries to tell them that he is good enough to go to the Royal
Ballet School.
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The meeting does not go well at all and Billy goes outside and dances
through his anger and frustration and he dances fo a song by a very
famous British singer called Paul Weller and the song is called ‘A Town
Called Alice'. It is a very passionate song. It is one of those scenes ina
film that just makes you feel every single emotion that this young boy
is feeling when he is dancing and dancing, you can see all of his pain you
can see all of his frustration you can see his determination o keep
going it is just a fantastic scene.
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Another memorable scene is when Billy finally dances in front of his
Dad. But he dances in defiance of his Dad's refusal to accept the fact
that Billy can be a ballet dancer.
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When Billy is dancing in front of his Dad, Billy's Dad just stands and
doesn't move, but his face just shows all of the emotion I think that



would go through a Dad's face during that time in British history. and it
is after Billy dances in front of his Dad that his Dad realizes that
perhaps being a ballet dancer is not the worst thing in the world your
son can do. Although I agree with Billy's dreams and I would never stop
my own children from following their dreams. I can empathize with
Billy's Dad.
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Being a parent can bring great joy, but it can also bring great sorrow
and I think this mixture of emotion from joy o sorrow to not
understanding what your children are doing be seen between Billy and
his Dad throughout the film.
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But Billy Elliot is not a sad film, it is actually quite funny, in places
Billy's teacher, Sandra, is actually a very famous actress and comedian
in the UK called 'Julie Walters' and an example of her humour is shown
when she tells the story of 'Swan Lake"
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She says: 'Tt's about a woman who is captured by an evil magician.’

Billy says: ‘Sounds crap.’

Sandra says: ‘and this woman, this beautiful woman is forced to be a
swan, except for a few hours every night when she becomes alive, when
she becomes real again. And then one night she meets this young prince
and he falls in love with her and she realizes that this is the one thing
that will allow her to become a real woman once more.’

Billy says: 'So then what happens.’

She says: 'He promises to marry her then goes off with someone else
of course.

Billy says: ' So, she has to be a swan for good?'

Sandra says: 'She dies.’
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So it is the mixture of the comedy, the culture, and the drama, and the
music that makes this movie one of the best films and most memorable
films I have ever seen.
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Going back to what Kondo Sensei said to the i-Design members about
'being resilient person’, well I think this film is about resilience.
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The resilience of Billy Elliot to carry on at the age of 11 to fulfil his
dreams in spite of the prejudice he faces as a young boy growing up in
the north of England.
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The resilience of his father, a single parent, fighting for his job, for
his son's belief during a time of extreme hardship and poverty.
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The resilience of the miners who fought every day for a full year to
keep their jobs and to stop the closure of their pits.
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Sometimes life can be tough and we and never know what is going to
come round the next corner but I belief we can overcome any obstacle
put in our way.
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All we need is a little bit of quiet determination, a lot of love, and let's
not forget laughter and joy.
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As usual I will leave you with a song, this one is not so much to sing to
but to dance to and it is called, 'We Love to Boogie', by T-Rex,. If you
haven't tried dancing on your own or with your family then just try it,

I really recommend it. I think I said to you before that I just dance on
my own sometimes , I just don't care. The freedom we have to let go to
just forget about everything apart dancing and feeling the music inside
of you from the music is one of our greatest freedoms, we just have to
learn how to dance.
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So that is all from me today and I can't wait to see you all in April.
Anyway, bye for now.
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Here is a link to scenes from the film:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTzxnrulVcs
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTzxnru1Vcs
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