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A Comparative Study of Changes in University Students’
Communication and Behavior in Japan and the United States during
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In general, Mr. Shin’s dissertation is well organized, clearly written,
and grounded in relevant literature in intercultural communication and
student life during the pandemic. He succeeds in selecting concrete,
everyday practices of mask use and online learning and connecting them
logically to Dbroader cultural communication tendencies. The
pre-/during-/post-pandemic structure strengthens the argument and
helps the reader understand how changes unfolded over time.

Particularly commendable 1is the comparative design: by
administering the same survey themes to students in both Japan and
the United States, Mr. Shin provides an accessible and persuasive basis
for cross-cultural reflection. His analysis is careful and balanced, and he
avoids overstatement by acknowledging the limits of a modest sample
size while still extracting meaningful patterns from the data and
participants’ comments. While some aspects could be developed further
in future work (for example, expanding the participant pool and adding
more detailed statistical and qualitative coding procedures), the present
study demonstrates clear academic competence and originality of focus.
Taken as a whole, this thesis is of sufficient quality for the award of the
master’s degree in Comparative Culture.
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