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Universal Design in Educational Settings by Naomi Yukimaru

Hi everyone, my name is Naomi Yukimaru. I am a member of %#k7%eitFH¥

DOx3EE. This is my first video I am making for this program.
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My main research area is English language learning and teaching. I am
also interested in diversity and universal design in education which I will
be talking about it in this video.
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Just like what Fiona does for her video, I will put the bilingual script and
information about the TED talk I will be introducing during this video.
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Today, I will talk about two things. First, I will briefly talk about what
universal design is. Second, I will talk about universal design in
educational environment. This is going to be an introduction of my classes
next academic year.
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I focus on universal design in educational settings because I have always
searched for ways to support students who struggle with learning English,
and I think it gives me hints.
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OK, let’s start the first part. Do you know what “universal design” is?
Have you ever heard of the words? Have you seen anything which is made
based on the concept of universal design?
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Before I give you the definition of universal design, I will show you what
kind of things you can find around you, that are made with the concept
of universal design. These are some of what my students found</X7—R
A2 >,
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Have you ever seen one of these, or maybe all of them? Have you used
these kinds of things before? If you have, how did you find it when you
used them?
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Now, let me tell you the definition of universal design. </X7—RA> k>
Today I show you the definition made by National Disability Authority in
Ireland.
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Since it is a little long for a PowerPoint slide, I will show you the main part
of it. You can go and see the full version of the definition from the URL I
put in the PFD file. Now, National Disability Authority defines “universal
design” as:
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Universal Design is the design and composition of an environment
so that it can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest

extent possible by all people regardless of their age, size, ability

or disability.
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...This is not a special requirement, for the benefit of only a
minority of the population. It is a fundamental condition of good
design. If an environment is accessible, usable, convenient and a

pleasure to use, everyone benefits.
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(http://universaldesign.ie/What-is-Universal-Design/)

And it follows “By considering the diverse needs and abilities of all
throughout the design process, universal design creates products,
services and environments that meet peoples' needs”.

ZLTZOERI. TTHA>OTOLRIIEVT TRTDAD S = — XXHE
AEERTEILT. 2N —HFUTHFALRBARD=—ZIIE-HEERH—EX,
BIETEYET I TES L EEWTVET,

So in short, universal design is the design which is accessible, usable, and
convenient for everyone.
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Now, what does this concept of universal design work in educational
settings? Universal design in the educational settings means students
can receive the best and most fit education according to their needs. It
could be the case that the resources for students with special needs can
benefit other students without special needs.
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For example, if we have ramps or wheel-chair accessible bathrooms in the
school, students, actually not only students but also parents or the local
people who need such facilities, can have easier access to the school.
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Classes that are easy to understand for students with developmental
disorder can benefit other students at the same time. For instance, clear
explanation of what to do in an activity.
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Or, more people can access textbooks if we have electric ones. Some
people want to enlarge the letters or change the font, or they can
understand more by hearing the sound of the contents.
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Or, because of the situation with COVID-19, which unfortunately
affected i-Design rather in a sad way, I am hoping more students can
benefit from online learning. This includes students who can not attend
classes for health reasons or any other reasons.
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One thing I am personally working on, that is related to universal design
in educational settings, is spreading the use a letter font in classrooms
or on campus. The font design is called UDT Y FILEFIER. </87—KA>
k>
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This font is dyslexic friendly, easy to read for people with weak sight and
older people. I myself feel this font is easier to read than other traditional
fonts, and use it for handouts for my classes. I even created my business
card with this font!
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The number of people who use this font is increasing in this university.
So when you come back to campus, you should be able to find some of the
notices are written in this font. I am very happy about it, because only by
changing the font, more people might have easier access to the
information!
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Now, let me close this video by introducing two TED Talk videos. The first
one is titled “When we design for disability, we all benefit” by Elise Roy.
She is a disability rights lawyer and design thinker. And she tells us that
being Deaf gives her a unique way of experiencing and reframing the
world. Her video is very powerful.
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The second video I would like to share is called “How a font can help
people with dyslexia to read”. From this video, you can learn how people
create dyslexic friendly fonts in English.

—2BnET AL PHow a font can help people with dyslexia to reada ¥
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This is all I wanted to talk about today. I hope I provided you something
new to think about. And I am looking forward to seeing you soon!
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Videos
I. When we design for disability, we all benefit

https://www.ted.com/talks/elise_roy_when_we_design_for_disability

_we_all_benefit

2. How a font can help people with dyslexia to read by Christian Boer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVaeGOfIF7w
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