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MmN DOEE Ms. Yumiko Shibata’s dissertation examines how Japanese university

students experience, interpret, and reconstruct intercultural learning
across the study abroad process. The study responds to a limitation in much
previous study abroad research, which has tended to emphasize measurable
outcomes or pre—post change, by treating learning as a temporal and
the
phases.The

interpretive process extending across pre-departure,

during-study-abroad, and post-return dissertation 1is
theoretically grounded in research on intercultural development and draws
on Bennett’s Developmental Model of Intercultural Sensitivity, Deardorff’s
process model of intercultural competence, and Response Shift Theory.
Rather than using these frameworks to place students into predetermined
developmental stages, the study employs them as conceptual and
interpretive resources for understanding how learners’ perspectives,
internal standards, and interpretations may change over time. This
theoretical positioning supports the dissertation’s central trajectory
perspective.

Methodologically, the study employs a qualitatively driven embedded
mixed-methods design. Longitudinal semi-structured interviews constitute
the primary source of evidence and were conducted before departure,
during study abroad, and after return. Full three-phase interview
sequences formed the basis of the longitudinal trajectory reconstruction and
supplementary quantitative data from the JAOS Study Abroad Impact
Assessment provide broader descriptive context regarding self-perceived

change. The thematic findings show that learning involved language




communication, unfamiliar academic environments, social relationships,
encounters with cultural difference, changes in self-perception,
reconsideration of future directions, everyday life management, safety and
well-being, and engagement with institutional support. The longitudinal
analysis demonstrates that the significance of these experiences was not
always apparent when they occurred. Experiences could be reinterpreted
later, particularly after return, and different dimensions of learning did not
necessarily develop at the same pace.

The principal original contribution is developed in Chapter 6 through a
typology of learning trajectories: Progressive Expansion, Reorientation,
Gradual Incorporation, and Deferred Integration. These types are
presented not as fixed classifications of students but as analytical
constructs representing recurring patterns in how learning was sustained,
redirected, gradually incorporated, or remained only provisionally
connected to later decisions. The dissertation therefore demonstrates that
intercultural development through study abroad may unfold along multiple
temporal trajectories rather than follow a single, uniform pathway. On this
basis, the dissertation argues that educational support should be
trajectory-sensitive and extend across the full study abroad process.
Pre-departure preparation, support during mobility, and structured
post-return reflection help interpret experiences of which significance may
emerge gradually or retrospectively. The study thus makes conceptual,
methodological, and practical contributions to research on international

education, intercultural learning, and study abroad.
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The examination committee considers this dissertation to be a
substantial and carefully executed piece of doctoral research. Its strongest
feature is the consistent process-oriented perspective through which study
abroad learning is examined longitudinally. The dissertation moves beyond
a simple outcome model and shows how understandings can change
through  continuity, interruption, reorientation, and  delayed
meaning-making. The trajectory-based analysis is particularly valuable
because it preserves individual variation while also identifying recurring
patterns across cases. Following the preliminary examination, the
dissertation underwent revisions in response to the comments and
recommendations of the examination committee. Particular attention was
given to the observations of Professor Hiroshi Ota, the external examiner
and an internationally recognized scholar in the field of international
education. These revisions addressed the principal issues identified during
the preliminary examination and contributed to strengthening the
dissertation in preparation for the final examination. Particular attention
was given to the theoretical positioning of the trajectory perspective, the
methodological basis for constructing and classifying trajectories, the
relationship between thematic analysis and longitudinal trajectory
reconstruction, and the integration of qualitative and quantitative
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evidence. The revised dissertation now explains more explicitly how turning
points and recurring patterns were identified across the three phases, how
cases with overlapping characteristics were treated, and why the four
trajectory types should be understood as analytical constructs rather than
fixed categories.

The revisions also clarified the role of the theoretical frameworks.
Bennett’s model is used as a sensitizing background rather than as a
classificatory scheme, while Response Shift Theory is employed as an
interpretive lens for considering changes in internal frames of reference.
The mixed-methods design is now consistently described as qualitatively
driven and embedded, with the JAOS assessment clearly positioned as
supplementary descriptive evidence. Statistical results are interpreted
cautiously, with explicit attention to effect sizes, multiple comparisons,
sample limitations, and the distinction between self-perceived change and
direct measurement of intercultural development. Additional revisions
strengthened methodological transparency, including the explanation of
participant selection, and the three-phase longitudinal procedure. The
research questions, terminology, chapter transitions, and conclusions were
also revised for greater consistency. The final manuscript demonstrates a
clear relationship among the theoretical framework in Chapter 2, the
methodology in Chapter 3, the thematic findings in Chapters 4 and 5, the
trajectory analysis in Chapter 6, and the conclusions and implications in
Chapter 7.

In the committee’s judgment, these revisions satisfactorily address the
principal concerns raised during the earlier stage of examination and
materially strengthen the dissertation. The study is theoretically grounded,
methodologically coherent, analytically careful, and appropriately cautious
in its claims. Its trajectory-based framework constitutes an original
contribution with potential relevance for future research and for the design
of study abroad support. Taking into account the final dissertation and the
candidate’s performance in the final oral examination, the committee
considers Ms. Shibata to have achieved the scholarly level required for the
doctoral degree of 1H+ (Z£4f7) .
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