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As artificial intelligence (AD) becomes an ever more common feature of people’s
lives, governments are now discussing the technology as both an opportunity and a
concern. The world’s first Al Safety Summit, hosted by Britain in November, started
a global conversation on how Al could be developed safely.

Chatbots* like ChatGPT, personalized social media feeds and facial recognition
software are just some of the ways that Al has become a part of daily life. But the
world is struggling to keep up with the evolving technology — a problem this summit
mtended to address. Almost 30 countries were represented, including China, the
United States and Japan, in addition to the European Union (EU).

Since the summit, the EU has agreed to its Al Act, which is set to become the
first comprehensive legislation regulating Al But, while a final vote is expected soon,
the law would only come into force in 2025 at the earliest. High level talks are clearly
just beginning, but Al is already making an impact. Several professionals explained
how they are currently using Al in their work.

@A limited number of hospitals in Britain are using Al as a warning system to

improve patient safety. The technology is helping surgeons avoid critical structures,

such as key blood vessels* and nerves, when performing an operation. It works by
acting as a virtual guideline on top of original camera footage* of the patient.

Dr Dan Stoyanov, who leads the project at University College London, said the
system is both making surgery safer and helping to train junior surgeons. But he
cautioned, there are still risks due to the differences in each person’s body. “It’s only
by being in the clinic and being in many clinics, that we can learn more and really
understand the diversity of events and structures that appear during surgical
procedures,” he explained.

Those in the events industry are also using Al. @A humanoid* robot called
Ameca uses ChatGPT to communicate with customers. It can interact in over 20
languages, including Japanese, English and Chinese, with relatively lifelike answers
and realistic facial expressions. When asked, “Do you think that Al could be a threat
to human beings,” it replied: “Only if someone programs it to be — otherwise, I'm
harmless.”
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Carlo Sangilles, an engineer at the company that developed Ameca, said it was
designed as a tool for humans and would not take over someone’s job. He said Al
robots could be installed in nursing homes as conversational partners for the elderly.
While Ameca is unable to walk and talk simultaneously, Sangilles expected this
would be possible in the next 15 years. But he noted, there is uncertainty over how
Al will develop.

The unknowns of Al development worry many experts — even Yoshua Bengio,
who is known as a @) “Godfather of AI.” The computer scientist attended the summit
where he was appointed to produce a report into Frontier Al: next-level technology
that has the potential to perform a wide range of tasks. Bengio, a professor at the
University of Montreal, explained the danger will be when Al surpasses the
intelligence of humans across multiple fields. He wants governments to take urgent
action. “We have to be smart about how we can monitor the development of these
systems, regulate them and trust each other,” he said.

Critics claim the summit did not make enough progress in addressing the safety
issues of AL. One organization that was represented, the Future of Life Institute,
shared a roadmap of measures that they want governments to take. Proposals
included legally-binding* safety standards and a limit to the amount of power and
resources Al is permitted to use. Executive Director Anthony Aguirre also raised
concerns that Al systems could be integrated into militaries within three to five
years. He strongly warned against making life or death decisions using Al. Another
group, Pause Al, protested outside the summit to demand a halt to all new Al
development until regulators are given time to catch up.

(Taken from Maddie Rose Baker, "Al safety summit urges global action," NHK
World Japan article 2024/2/15 https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/
backstories/3047/)
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