Hello Everyone
This is the third video I am going to try and make for virtual i-Design.
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The format of this video is little different so please do try to follow
the sequence of this video.
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As usual a bilingual PDF with the necessary links will also be on the PDF
file.
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In the last video I talked about feminism from a personal perspective
and I also talked about the very basic gendered idea of women and
man.
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Today I want to explore a little bit further the idea that gender is not
just about women or man, gender is so much more than this.
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Today I want to explain this to you by using two TED talks. Both TED
talks have Japanese scripts so you can follow the English and the
Japanese at the same time and the links can be found on the bilingual
PDF file.
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The first Ted talk I want to talk about today is called '‘Ballroom dance
that breaks gender roles' by Trevor Copp and Jeff Fox and the 2"
TED talk is called 'Fifty Shades of Gay' by Tillett Wright.
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I watched the TED talk 'Ballroom dance that breaks gender roles’ for
the first time today and it fascinated me. It fascinated me because it
brought two of my favourite things together, dance and gender.
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I was brought up with singing and dancing from being a small child. My
dad was a huge Elvis Presley fan and one of my best memories are of
him suddenly leaping into the living room and doing his Elvis impression
(including the famous hip movel).
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When I was a little girl I would stand on his feet and dance around the
room with him he made me feel like the most important little girl in the
world.
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I have always loved dancing, I dance on my own, I dance with my
children, I love to watch my children dance.
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As well as dance gender is also something, I feel very passionate about
and so when I saw this TED talk it seemed to be the natural choice for
this video.
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So, before you listen to this video any further please watch the TED
talk called 'Ballroom dance that breaks gender roles'.
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Now that you have watched this, I am going to make a few personal
observations about what I felt when I saw this TED talk.
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As the popularity of ballroom dancing increased both Trevor and Jeff
realized how they were being locked into a single role and by this they
meant that in ballroom dancing the one constant thing throughout the
history of ballroom dancing is that the man leads, and the woman
follows.
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To cut a long story short, Jeff and Trevor began to think about the
core principles of ballroom dancing, this is one person leads and one
person follows, but they decided to ignore the gender part of ballroom
dancing.
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Why did they do this? Well Jeff and Trevor realized, like with so many
things in life, it is not what you see but what you don't see that is most
important. With ballroom dancing, you don't see same sex couples, or
gender 'non-conformist’ dancers, and according to Jeff and Trevor,
ballroom dancing is mostly white and straight. Even within this white,
straight world there are still limitations, women cannot be taller than
men and men cannot be gentler than women.
As Trevor says: ‘Too many people have disappeared from partner
dancing.’
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Trevor and Jeff created a form of ballroom dancing called ‘Liquid Lead'
which keeps the same idea of lead and follow but the roles are
interchangeable. ‘Liquid Lead' in ballroom dancing means anyone can lead
anyone can follow and they perform their ‘Liquid Lead' first dance at
'Liquid Lead conventions and they say people are always fascinated by it
just like T was.
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Why are people so fascinated by this?
Trevor and Jeff believe that it is because the idea of 'Liquid Lead'
enables us to keep our own personality and power throughout the
dance, this enables the person to be true to themselves and have
freedom and control and choice over how they move within this very
classical form of dancing.
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Wouldn't it be wonderful, if we could apply what Trevor and Jeff do in
ballroom dancing to our everyday lives? If we could have ‘Liquid Lead'
leadership in the structure of our government, and in our work
organizations. What a fantastic concept to think that we are all truly
equal and have equal power and authority regardless of our gender, our
sexuality, our race and our differently abled bodies. Instead of the
very male dominated, heterosexual, able-bodied sea of authority that
seems to dominate our world at the moment.
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Which brings me nicely onto to the next Ted talk which is called ‘50
Shades of Gay' I use this TED talk a lot in my seminar classes and even
though things have changed for the LGBT+ community in many parts of
the world since Tillett gave her speech in 2013, many things
unfortunately are still true.
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Before you watch any further please take a look at the 2™ TED talk
and then rejoin this video.
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There are many things that I love about this video, but I think the
thing I love the most is that immediately Tillett talks about putting
people into boxes, this is something I can really identify with. This is
something I talked about at the 7% for i-Design and it is the
message that I think runs through these videos. T think you all know
me well enough by now to know that I hate boxes.
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Tillett talks about her liberal childhood, one day she wanted to play
basketball but because she was a girl other children said she couldn't
play. So she shaved her head and became a boy! I told you in my last
video T was told that T couldn't play football because I was a girl, it
never even occurred to me that I could have gone home, shaved my
head and said 'T am a boy!' let me play. I wish I had.

Tillett stayed a boy for 8 years.
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At the age of 14 she woke up and decided to be a girl again, at the age
of 15 she fell in love with a girl, at the age of 18 she fell in love with a
man.
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Tillett talks with so much love and affection for all of the amazing
young women like her in the world, girls who don't want to fit into the
box society tells them to fit into and then it is with sadness that T
hear her talking about how in the United States she feels like a 2™
class citizen just because she likes women and men.
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What she decided to do was to take photographs of other people like
her who were classed as 2" class citizens because she felt that maybe
it would be more difficult to treat someone like a 2" class citizen if
you could see them and look into their eyes.
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She called her project ‘Self Evident Truths' and by 2013 Tillett had
traveled to 20 cities and photographed almost 2000 people. During her
travels she realized that in her quest to photograph gays she had put
herself into yet another box when really there were as she says: ‘a

million different shades of gay.’
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Tillett then asked the people she was photographing ‘to quantify
themselves on a scale of one to 100 percent gay.’ Basically, asking
people how gay were they?
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We can also ask the question how straight are you?
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I am reading a very interesting book at the moment by Kate Bornstein
called ‘My New Gender Workbook' and she talks about this idea of how
we all shift our genders whether we realize it or not. The way we act
with our work colleagues, our friends, our lovers, is very different and
with each role and each interaction our gender also shifts.
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What does this mean?
Does this make all of us less gay and more straight, or less straight and
more gay? Do all of us really have to fit into these two identities of
gayness and straightness?
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As Tillett says human beings are not one dimensional and if you have
gay people on one side and straight people on the other then you are
going to get a whole lot of people somewhere in the middle.
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Then Tillett asks a really important question, I will read what she says:
"For example, if you pass a law that allows a boss fo fire an employee for
homosexual behavior, where exactly do you draw the line? Is it over here,
by the people who have had one or two heterosexual experiences so

far? Or is it over here by the people who have only had one or two
homosexual experiences thus far? Where exactly does one become a
second-class citizen?"
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What I don't understand is why do some human beings want o stop other
human beings from loving each other, getting married and having children
just because they love someone of the same sex?
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The best thing that has ever happened in the recent history of the UK is
the legalization of same sex marriage. Giving people the freedom to openly
love each other, have the same human rights as each other is a wonderful
thing.
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What right does anyone have to tell another person they can't fall in love,
or if they fall in love they can't marry, or they have to hide their love?
Nobody has the right to do that.
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Love is a wonderful thing, and we can't help who we fall in love with, it
just happens.
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Love is a far better emotion than hate so why is it that some people
hate those people who choose to love.
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Today, I am as usual going to leave you with music, two songs this week.
I can't talk about my Dad without including one of his favorite Elvis
Presley songs. This is called ‘An American Trilogy' not only do T know
the words to this song, but I know the words to pretty much all of the
songs Elvis ever made. You will never be as good as my Dad at singing
Elvis but please sing a long if you want to.
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The other song I have chosen today, is by Queen, Freddie Mercury was
a very brave man who died before his time. I love all of Queen's songs,
but I chose T want to break free’' because I love the video and I think

it is a perfect song for this week's fopic.
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I hope you have enjoyed this.
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Goodbye
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<Links>
Ted Talks

'Ballroom dance that breaks gender roles'’

https://www.ted.com/talks/trevor copp and jeff fox ballroom danc

e that breaks gender roles?lanquage=en

50 Shades of Gay

https://www.ted.com/talks/io tillett wright fifty shades of gay/tr

anscript?language=en#1-905658

Songs

Elvis Presley: ‘American Triology’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FT3SmZ_zx0

Lyrics:

Oh, I wish I was in the land of cotton
Old times they are not forgotten

Look away, look away, look away Dixieland
Oh, I wish I was in Dixie, away, away

In Dixieland I take my stand to live and die in Dixie
For Dixieland, I was born

Early Lord one frosty morn

Look away, look away, look away Dixieland

Glory, glory hallelujah
Glory, glory hallelujah
Glory, glory hallelujah
His ftruth is marching on
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So hush little baby

Don't you cry

You know your daddy's bound to die
But all my trials, Lord, soon be over

Glory, glory hallelujah

His truth is marching on
His truth is marching on

Queen: 'IT want to Break Free'

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4Mc-NYPHaQ

Lyrics

I want to break free

I want to break free

I want to break free from your lies

You're so self satisfied I don't need you
I've got to break free

God knows, God knows I want to break free

I've fallen in love

I've fallen in love for the first time
And this time I know it's for real

I've fallen in love, yeah

God knows, God knows I've fallen in love

It's strange but it's true, yeah

I can't get over the way you love me like you do
But I have to be sure

When I walk out that door
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Oh, how I want to be free, baby
Oh, how I want to be free
Oh, how I want to break free

But life still goes on

I can't get used to living without, living without
Living without you by my side

I don't want to live alone, hey

God knows, got to make it on my own

So baby can't you see

I've got to break free

I've got to break free

I want to break free, yeah

I want, I want, I want, I want to break free
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