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Confusion between the goal Casemaker ‘ni’
and the active Casemaker ‘de’

Miho Okada - Minoru Hayashida (Kitakyushu University)

Abstract

Second language learners of Japanese tend to use ‘ni’ instead of ‘de’ as an error
(“Shokudou ni gohan o taberu.”, “Ano kissaten ni kohii o nomu.”). The purpose of this study
is to clarify when learners confuse “ni” with the active case maker “de”. The results showed
confusion between the goal case maker “ni” and the active case marker “de” were observed.
Moreover, we compared the sentence “Shokudou de gohan o taberu.” with “Ano shokudou de
gohan o taberu.”and the results showed significant difference of the error rate. We thought the
errors were caused by “ano”. The result is that the errors rate of the sentences with “ano” was

higher than the sentences without “ano”.

keywords: the goal case maker ‘ni’, ‘ano’ and ‘rainen’, he active case marker ‘de’
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